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The War 


UNITED STATES OBJECTIVES IN INDIA AND THE FAR EAST 
Statement by the President 


[Released to the press by the White House February 1] 


The American objectives in India or elsewhere 
in continental Asia are to expel and defeat the 
Japanese, in the closest collaboration with our 
British, Chinese, and other Allies in that 
theater. 

Our task in expelling the Japs from Burma, 
Malaya, Java, and other territory is military. 
We recognize that our British and Dutch 
brothers-in-arms are as determined to throw the 
Japs out of Malaya and the Dutch East Indies 
as we are determined to free the Philippines. 
We propose to help each other on the roads and 
waters and above them, eastward to these places 


and beyond to Tokyo. No matter what indi- 
vidual or individuals command in given areas, 
the purpose is the same. 

There will, of course, be plenty of problems 
when we get there. Their solution will be 
easier if we all employ our utmost resources of 
experience, good-will, and good faith. Nobody 
in India or anywhere else in Asia will misunder- 
stand the presence there of American armed 
forces if they wili believe, as we do at home, that 
their job is to assure the defeat of Japan, with- 
out which there can be no opportunity for any 
of us to enjoy and expand the freedoms for 
which we fight. 


JAPANESE ATROCITIES 


United States Protests and Representations to Japan 


[Released to the press January 31] 


Immediately after the attack on Pearl Harbor 
the Department of State took up with Japan the 
matter of according proper treatment for Ameri- 
can nationals in Japanese hands. Although 
Japan is not a party to the Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention the Department obtained from 
the Japanese Government a commitment to 
apply the provisions of that convention to 
American prisoners of war, and, so far as adapt- 
able, to civilian internees held by Japan. Since 
the very beginning of the war, by repeated pro- 
tests and representations through the protecting 
power, the Department has again and again 
called to the Japanese Government’s attention 
failures on the part of Japanese authorities to 
live up to their Government’s undertakings. 


Horrified at the accounts of repatriates who 
returned on the first exchange voyage of the 
Gripsholm, accounts with which the public is 
familiar through the statements of Mr. Grew 
and other repatriates, the Department made 
these accounts the basis of a vigorous and com- 
prehensive protest to the Japanese Government. 

The American people are familiar with the 
protest addressed to Japan following the Japa- 
nese Government’s barbarous action in execut- 
ing our aviators who fell into Japanese hands 
after General Doolittle’s raid over Tokyo. In 
that protest the Department again called upon 
the Japanese Government to carry out its agree- 
ment to observe the provisions of the conven- 
tion and warned the Japanese Government in no 
uncertain terms that the American Government 


145 








146 


will hold personally and officially responsible 
for their acts of depravity and barbarity all of- 
ficers of the Japanese Government who have 
participated in their commitment and, with the 
inexorable and inevitable conclusion of the war, 
will visit upon such Japanese officers the punish- 
ment they deserve for their uncivilized and in- 
human acts against American prisoners of war. 

When it received from the military authori- 
ties reports of the brutal atrocities and depraved 
cruelties inflicted by the Japanese upon Ameri- 
can prisoners of war in the Philippines the De- 
partment again called upon the Japanese Gov- 
ernment to honor its undertaking to apply the 
provisions of the Geneva Prisoners of War Con- 
vention and to observe in its treatment of Amer- 
ican nationals held by it the international com- 
mon law of decency. 

These protests are but three of the many that 
have been sent by the Department to Japan. 

In order that the public may be familiar with 
the Department’s efforts to obtain from Japan 
fulfilment of its undertakings to treat American 
nationals in its hands in accordance with hu- 
mane and civilized principles, there is printed 
below a statement giving the dates of the prin- 
cipal representations and protests made by the 
Department, with a brief résumé of their pur- 
pose. The latest of these, representations com- 
prehensively citing categories of abuse and of 
neglect to which American prisoners in the 
hands of the Japanese have been subjected and 
calling for amelioration of the treatment ac- 
corded to American nationals, both prisoners of 
war and civilian internees, went forward on 
January 27. 


1942 

January 13, The exchange of names of prison- 
ers of war in accordance with article 77, Ge- 
neva Prisoners of War Convention, and of 
interned civilians in accordance with the same 
article when applied to the treatment of 
civilians, was proposed. 

January 31. Request that representatives of the 
Swiss Government entrusted with the protec- 
tion of American interests in Japan and 
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Japanese-occupied territory be permitted to 
visit all camps where Americans are held, in 
accordance with article 86, Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention. Similar facilities re- 
quested for representatives of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross Committee in accordance 
with international usage. 

February 3. Proposal to exchange names of 
civilian internees and prisoners of war re- 
peated. 

February 7. Request for permission to visit 
camps repeated. 

February 13. Proposal that in application of 
clauses of Geneva Convention which relate to 
food and clothing, racial and national customs 
be taken into account. 

February 14. Japanese Government informed 
that United States Government may have to 
reconsider its policy of extending liberal 
treatment to Japanese if assurances are not 
given by the Japanese Government that lib- 
eral principles will be applied to Americans. 
Request that Swiss representative be permit- 
ted to visit part of Philippines occupied by the 
Japanese forces. 

March 3. Request that nurses and other sanitary 
personnel be repatriated in accordance with 
article 12 of the Geneva Red Cross Conven- 

tion. 

March 11. Asked for immediate report of the 
names of American sick, wounded, and dead. 

March 19. Made proposals with regard to the 
labor of civilians, provision of food accord- 
ing to national tastes, visits by friends, rela- 
tives, doctors, etc., visits by protecting power 
and International Red Cross to civilian in- 
ternment camps. 

April 3. Asked for permission for the appoint- 
ment of an International Red Cross represen- 
tative for the Philippines. 

April 11. Request for improvement in treatment 
of civilians at Kobe. 

May 14. Confirmation requested of message re- 
ceived from International Red Cross that 
Japanese authorities are applying Geneva 
Red Cross Convention. 
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May 14. Asked if Swiss representatives were 
permitted to interview prisoners of war with- 
out witnesses in accordance with article 86 of 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

May 19. Asked for information concerning 
whereabouts of Americans from Wake 
Island. 

May 19. Requested information concerning 
whereabouts of Americans in Philippine 
Islands. 

May 20. Repeated request for lists of American 
wounded, sick, and dead. 

May 20. Requested improvement of conditions 
under which civilian internees were held. 

May 21. Requested visits to camps by Swiss rep- 
resentatives and application of Geneva Pris- 
oners of War Convention in outlying areas in 
accordance with Japanese Government’s 
undertaking. 

June 4. Repeated request for permission for 
Swiss and International Red Cross representa- 
tives to visit camps. 

June 11. Repeated request for permission for 
Swiss representatives to interview prisoners 
of war without witnesses. 

June 19. Pressed for appointment of Interna- 
tional Red Cross delegate in the Philippines. 

July 14. Requested Japanese Government to re- 
port names of prisoners and internees held in 
Philippines and British and Netherlands ter- 
ritories under Japanese occupation in accord- 
ance with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention. 

July 15. Repatriation of seriously sick and 
wounded prisoners of war on the basis of the 
Model Agreement attached to the Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention proposed. 

July 17. Requested Swiss to endeavor to have 
conditions in Kobe civilian camps improved. 

August 7. Protest against the sentences imposed 
on Americans who attempted escape from 
Shanghai prisoner-of-war camp. These sen- 
tences were contrary to article 50, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention. Protest was 
made at the same time against the refusal of 
the Japanese authorities to permit the Swiss 
representatives to visit these men. 


i 
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1942 

August 12. Permission again requested for 
Swiss and International Red Cross repre- 
sentatives to visit all camps. 

August 27. Again requested that visits to camps 
be permitted. 

September 11. Additional request for the trans- 
mission of names of prisoners of war. Asked 
if prisoners might mail cards immediately 
after their arrival at camp in accordance with 
article 36, Geneva Prisoners of War Conven- 
tion. 

September 22. Lists of the camps, their location, 
and population requested. 

September 26. Japanese asked to accept mail 
addressed to persons not reported as interned 
because Japanese authorities had not properly 
reported names of persons held. 

September 29. Requested ranks of officers who 
unsuccessfully attempted to escape be re- 
stored. Protection of Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention for American aviators re- 
portedly being held incommunicado de- 
manded. - 

September 29. Requested reporting of names of 
400 American civilians known to have been on 
Wake Island and whose names have not yet 
been reported as prisoners or internees. 

October 6. Pressed for reply concerning pro- 
posals for repatriation of seriously sick and 
wounded. 

Nevember 12. Pressed Japanese to provide at 
their expense medical care for internees in ac- 
cordance with article 14, Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention, when adapted to the treat- 
ment of civilian internees. 

November 17. Protest against six cases of atroc- 
ities perpetrated by Japanese authorities. 

November 17. Requested additional food at 
Negishi camp. 

November 17. Weekly transmission of names of 
American prisoners of war and civilian in- 
ternees requested in accordance with article 77, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

December 7. Names of captured aviators and 
permission to visit them requested. 

December 7. Requested that (1) internees at 
Sumire be allowed to have visitors, (2) vis- 
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itors may speak languages other than Jap- 
anese, (3) Swiss representative be allowed to 
speak to internees without witnesses. 

December 12. Extended protest regarding tor- 
ture, neglect, physical violence, solitary con- 
finement, illegal prison sentences, mistreat- 
ment, and abuse that led to deaths of some 
Americans; failure to permit visits to camps 
by Swiss and International Red Cross Com- 
mittee representatives; and other violations 
of the Geneva Prisoners of War Convention 
and the laws of humanity. 

December 17. Protest against Japanese decision 
to apply Geneva Convention only to extent 
that its provisions do not change the effect of 
Japanese laws in force, 

December 19. Protests against failure of Jap- 
anese to afford facilities to permit the receipt 
and distribution of relief supplies in accord- 
ance with article 37 of the Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention. 


1943 

January 2. Requested that names of Americans 
held in an internment camp in Java be pro- 
vided in accordance with article 77, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention, that Swiss rep- 
resentatives visit the camp in accordance with 
article 86, Geneva Prisoners of War Conven- 
tion, and that International Red Cross rep- 
resentatives be permitted to visit the camp in 
accordance with general international usage. 

January 4. Protest concerning conditions at 
Shinigawa prisoner-of-war camp. Protest 
covers insufficient diet (article 11, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention) and request 
that Japanese grant Americans reciprocal 
treatment with respect to mail privileges and 
wages for labor. 

February 4. Requested a liberalization of maxi- 
mum canteen purchases permitted in any 
month be granted on the basis of reciprocity. 

February 5. Protest against Japanese failure to 
provide canteens in accordance with article 
12, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, 
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failure to permit free exercise of religion in 
accordance with article 16, requirement that 
non-commissioned officers perform other than 
supervisory labor contrary to the provisions 
of article 27, limitation on correspondence 
with the protecting power contrary to article 
44, Increased facilities with regard to mail 
requested on a basis of reciprocity. 

February 12. Protest against failure of Japa- 
nese to provide heat at Urawa camp in ac- 
cordance with article 10, Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention. 

February 15. Protest against Japanese refusal 
to permit Swiss representatives to interview 
internees without witnesses in accordance 
with article 86, Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention. 

February 16. Protest against the Japanese fail- 
ure to provide proper medical attention to 
prisoners of war in accordance with article 
14, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

February 18. Protest against program of gen- 
eral internment of American nationals in the 
Far East. 

February 20. Protest against refusal of Japa- 
nese authorities to permit American internees 
to receive foodstuffs sent from the outside in 
accordance with article 37, Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention. Japanese Government 
requested reciprocally to permit Americans 
to receive visitors. 

February 25. Request that Japanese supply the 
names of Americans held in the Sham-Sui-Po 
prisoner-of-war camp, Kowloon, in accord- 
ance with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention. 

March 1. Further protest with regard to fail- 
ure of Japanese authorities to permit inter- 
views without witnesses being present. Re- 
quest that the Japanese authorities recip- 
rocally provide underwear for American in- 
ternees. 

March 1. Protest against refusal of Japanese 
authorities in Thailand to apply Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention in accordance 
with Japanese Government’s undertaking. 
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March 6. Protest against refusal of Japanese 
Government to permit representatives of pro- 
tecting power to visit and to communicate 
with American civilian internees at Singa- 
pore in accordance with articles 44 and 86, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

March 8. Request for permission for Swiss rep- 
resentatives to visit American prisoners of 
war in labor detachments. 

March 11, Japanese Government reminded that 
United States Government expects that 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention will be 
applied to the treatment of American pris- 
oners held by the Japanese forces in Thailand. 

March 12. Japanese Government pressed to re- 
store military rank of American officers who, 
as a penalty for trying to escape, were de- 
prived of their rank contrary to article 49, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

March 15. Additional protest against failure of 
Japanese authorities to transmit the names of 
prisoners of war and civilian internees in ac- 
cordance with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention. 

March 16. Protest against refusal of Japanese 
authorities to instal canteens where food- 
stuffs may be purchased in accordance with ar- 
ticle 12, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, 
and to permit interviews between internees 
and Swiss delegate without witnesses. 

March 18. Protest against another instance 
when Japanese did not permit Swiss repre- 
sentative to interview internees without wit- 
nesses. 

March 26. Reciprocal treatment again requested 
with regard to mail forwarded by civilian in- 
ternees and prisoners of war. 

March 30. Protest against failure of Japanese 
Government to report names of all American 
civilians who were taken into custody at Wake 
Island. 

April 3. Further protest against Japanese fail- 
ure to provide clothing in accordance with ar- 
ticle 12; Geneva Prisoners of War Conven- 
tion. 
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April 8. Reciprocal treatment requested for in- 
terned persons to live together as family 
units. 

April 12. Protest against the Japanese action in 
sentencing to death American airmen for acts 
committed during military operations. Pro- 
test made at the same time against Japanese 
refusal to grant these men the safeguards with 
respect to judicial proceedings set up in ar- 
ticles 60, 61, 62, 65, and 66, Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention. 

May 22. Protest against refusal of the Japanese 
Government to permit representatives of the 
protecting power to act in behalf of American 
interests in Hong Kong. 

May 25. Protest against Japanese refusal to per- 
mit visits to camps near Shanghai by repre- 
sentatives of the Swiss Consulate General. 

May 25. Protest against continued Japanese re- 
fusal to permit conversations between prison- 
ers of war and Swiss representatives without 
witnesses. 

May 25. Protest against refusal of Japanese 
Government to permit advances of official 
United States Government funds to needy 
American nationals detained by Japan. 

May 25. Further protest with regard to the fail- 
ure of the Japanese Government to report 
names of all civilians last known to have been 
on Wake Island. 

May 27. General protest against the Japanese 
failure to provide standards of housing, diet, 
clothing, medical care, etc., for Americans, 
that are in accordance with the Geneva Pris- 
oners of War Convention. 

May 31. Request that Swiss visit civilians in- 
terned in Philippines and prisoners of war 
held at Mukden, Manchuria. 

June 5. Protest against failure of Japanese to 
permit visits by representatives of the protect- 
ing power to internment camps in and near 
Canton, Weihsien, and Wuhu, all in China. 

June 9. Protest against failure of Japanese 
Government to permit Swiss to visit prisoner- 
of-war camp at Hakodate in accordance with 
article 86, Geneva Prisoners of War Conven- 
tion. 
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July 3. Further protest with regard to failure 
of Japanese authorities to permit Swiss rep- 
resentatives to visit camps. 


July 6. Extended protest against the Japanese. 


Government’s refusal to permit Swiss repre- 
sentatives to visit all prisoner-of-war and 
civilian internment camps in Japan and Japa- 
nese-occupied territory. 

July 17. Protest against Japanese Government’s 
action in locating camps in an unhealthy lo- 
cation, in failing to communicate orders to 
prisoners of war in a language which they un- 
derstand, in failing to permit the camp spokes- 
men to correspond with the protecting power, 
in failing to provide clothing, and in requir- 
ing excessive hours of labor by prisoners of 
war. These acts were contrary to articles 10, 
20, 44, 12, and 30, respectively, of the Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention. Reciprocal 
treatment with regard to mail again requested. 

July 20. Protest against failure of Japanese au- 
thorities to (1) supply adequate food, lodging, 
and clothing (2) permit representatives of 
protecting power to interview internees with- 
out witnesses (3) establish canteens at civilian 
internment camps. 

August 5. Protest against failure of Japanese 
Government to report names of Americans 
being held in Burma as required by article 
77, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 

October 7. Protest against failure of Japanese 
authorities to permit visits to prisoner-of-war 
camp at Fukuoka. 

October 13. Reciprocal treatment requested 
with respect to the privilege of dating letters 
and postcards mailed by prisoners of war and 
civilian internees. 

November 19. Additional protest with respect 
to the failure of the Japanese Government to 
report the names of American civilians in- 
terned at Wake Island. 

November 22. Protest against Japanese failure 
to permit the Swiss representatives to visit 
American prisoners of war held by the Jap- 
anese in Thailand, 
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December 1. Additional representations with re- 
‘spect to reciprocal privileges for prisoners of 
war and civilian internees to forward mail. 

December 2. Additional protest with respect to 

the failure of the Japanese Government to re- 
port the names of all civilians held in intern- 
ment camps as well as the release or transfer 
of persons previously reported in accordance 
with article 77 of the Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention when it is adapted to the treat- 
ment of civilian internees. 

December 11. Protest against Japanese refusal 
to permit representatives of the protecting 
power to visit sick Americans held in hos- 
pitals in Shanghai, 


1944 
January 27. Extended protest to Japanese Gov- 
ernment with respect to: 


(1) failure to permit representatives of 
Swiss Government and of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross Committee to visit all 
places where Americans are held 

(2) failure to forward complaints to the 
appropriate authorities and to represen- 
tatives of the protecting power 

(3) punishment of American nationals for 
complaining concerning the conditions 
of captivity 

(4) failure to furnish needed clothing to 
American nationals 

(5) confiscation of “personal effects from 
American civilian internees and prison- 
ers of war 

(6) subjection of Americans to insults 
and to public curiosity 

(7) failure and refusal to provide health- 
sustaining food ‘ 

(8) improper use of the profits of the sale 
of goods in camp canteens 

(9) forcing civilians to perform labor 
other than that connected with the admin- 
istration, maintenance, and management 
of internment camps 
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(10) forcing officer prisoners of war to per- 
form labor and non-commissioned officers 
to do other than supervisory work 
(11) requiring prisoners of war to perform 
labor that has a direct relation with war 
operations 
(12) failure to provide proper medical 
care 
(13) failure to report the names of all 
prisoners of war and civilian internees in 
their hands and of American combatants 
found dead on the field of battle 
(14) failure to permit prisoners of war 
freely to exercise their religion 
(15) failure to post copies of Geneva Pris- 
oners of War Convention in English 
translation in the camps 
(16) failure to provide adequate equipment 
~ and accommodations in the camps 
(17) failure to apply the provisions of the 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention 
with respect to the trial and punishment 
of prisoners of war 
(18) inflicting corporal punishment and 
torture upon American nationals. 


January 27, Comprehensive statement detailing 
specific instances of failure of the Japanese 
Government to abide by its commitments as 
charged above. 


DECLARATION OF WAR BY LIBERIA 
AGAINST GERMANY AND JAPAN 


On January 26 President William V. S. Tub- 
man of Liberia, in a special message to a joint 
session of the Liberian legislature, advocated 
Liberia’s adherence to the Declaration by United 
Nations and stated that he deemed it necessary 
to ask the legislative body for authorization to 
make a formal declaration of war against Ger- 
many and Japan. On January 27 the Liberian 
Senate and House passed a joint resolution ap- 
proving the issuance by the Executive of a proc- 
lamation of war against Germany and Japan 
and authorizing the President to take all the 
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steps necessary to maintain the security of the 
nation. On the same day a proclamation of war 
against Germany and Japan was issued by the 
President. 

When he was asked during his press and radio 
news conference on February 2 to comment on 
the action taken by Liberia in declaring war 
against Germany and Japan, Secretary Hull 
replied : 

“Naturally I am sure that each of the United 
Nations is gratified and especially pleased to 
have Liberia taking her place in the ranks of the 
Allied nations. They are in a strategic location 
where their cooperation and support mean much 


for the Allies.” 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR RELIEF 


On February 1, 1944 the President’s War Re- 
lief Control Board released to the press a tabu- 
lation of contributions collected and disbursed 
during the period September 6, 1989 through 
December 31, 1943, as shown in the reports sub- 
mitted by persons and organizations registered 
with the Board for the solicitation and collec- 
tion of contributions to be used for relief in for- 
eign countries, in conformity with the regula- 
tions issued pursuant to section 3 (a) of the 
act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by the Pres- 
ident’s proclamations of September 5, 8, and 10, 
1939; section 8 of the act of November 4, 1939, 
as made effective by the President’s proclama- 
tion of the same date; and Executive Order 9205 
of July 25, 1942. The statistics set forth in the 
tabulation are incomplete with regard to relief 
activities which a number of registered organi- 
zations carried on in respect to non-belligerent 
countries prior to July 28, 1942. 

The American National Red Cross and cer- 
tain religious organizations are exempted from 
registration with the Board by section 3 of Exec- 
utive Order 9205, and the accounts of these or- 
ganizations are not included in the tabulation. 

Copies of the tabulation are available from the 
President’s War Relief Control Board, Wash- 
ington Building, Washington, D. C. 
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THE WARTIME DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS TO DEAL WITH 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC OPERATIONS AND PROBLEMS 


A Chronology: July 1,1939 to December 31, 1943 


On January 15, 1944 far-reaching changes 
were made in the organization of the Depart- 
ment of State. Twelve major “line” offices were 
established to broaden the base of the Depart- 
ment’s organizational structure, permitting the 
more flexible and efficient adjustment of the De- 
partment’s functions to rapidly changing con- 
ditions. Two of the new offices, the Office of 
Wartime Economic Affairs and the Office of Eco- 
nomic Affairs, were created to initiate and co- 
ordinate policy and action, so far as the De- 
partment of State is concerned, in all matters 
pertaining to the economic relations of the 
United States with other governments. 

Data with respect to the earlier development 
of organizations to deal with international eco- 
nomie operations and problems are contained in 
the following chronology, prepared in the Divi- 
sion of Research and Publication, Department of 
State. Additional data will be found in Senate 
Document 285, 77th Congress (entitled Domestic 
Stability, National Defense, and Prosecution of 
World War I/) and the series of chronologies 
which have been issued for the period since July 
1, 1939 by the Department of Labor under the 
title /mportant Economic and Military Events. 

This chronology contains the following ab- 
breviations: 


DSB Department of State Bulletin 

FR Federal Register 

Manual United States Government Man- 
ual, Summer 1943 


1939 
Juty 1 

Consolidation of Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice and Foreign Commerce Service with the For- 
eign Service of the United States (Department 
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of State): Transferred to Department of State, 
to be administered as part of the Foreign Serv- 


ice, by Reorganization Plan II, section 1 (a), 
effective July 1, 1939. (Afanual, p. 618.) 


Ocroser 3 

Inter-American Financial and Economie Ad- 
visory Committee: Resolution III of the Final 
Act of the Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of 
the American Republics, held in Panama, pro- 
vided for the creation of this committee to con- 
sider means of establishing close cooperation be- 
tween the American republics to protect their 
economic and financial structure, maintain their 
fiscal equilibrium, safeguard the stability of 
their currencies, promote and expand their in- 
dustries, intensify their agriculture, and develop 
their commerce. First meeting held at the Pan 
American Union in Washington on November 
15, 1939, (DSB, Oct. 7, 1939, pp. 324-325; Nov. 
18, 1939, p. 564; Jan. 16, 1943, pp. 71-72; Mar. 
27, 1943, pp. 260-263.) 


DrceMBER 6 

Interdepartmental Committee for the Coordi- 
nation of Foreign and Domestic Military Pur- 
chases; Created to represent the United States 
in all matters relating to the purchase of mili- 
tary or naval supplies, materials, and equipment 
in the United States by foreign governments. 
Dissolved April 14, 1941. (Manual,: pp. 619- 
620.) 


1940 
Fepruary 26 

Division of Commercial Affairs: Established 
by. departmental order in Department of State 
to direct activities of the Foreign Service per- 
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taining to the promotion and protection of 
American agricultural and commercial interests 
abroad and the distribution of information sub- 
mitted by the Foreign Service on these subjects 
and on economic developments abroad. (DSB, 
Mar. 2, 1940, p. 268.) 


May 25 

Office for Emergency Management: Created 
by Executive order to (1) “assist the President 
in the clearance of information with respect to 
measures necessitated by the emergency,” (2) 
maintain liaison between the President and Fed- 
eral or other defense agencies to “secure maxi- 
mum utilization and coordination ”, and 
(3) perform other duties as directed by the 
President. (Manual, pp. 62-63.) 


JUNE 3 

Inter-American Development Commission: 
Organized in accordance with a_ resolution 
of the Inter-American Financial and Eco- 
nomic Advisory Committee (1) to stimulate in- 
crease of non-competitive imports from the 
American republics to the United States, (2) to 
stimulate and increase trade among the Ameri- 
can countries themselves, and (3) to encourage 
development of industry in the American repub- 
lics, particularly along the lines of production 


of consumer goods. (DSB, Jan. 16, 1943, p. 71.) 


JUNE 28 

Rubber Reserve Company: Created by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, pursuant 
to authority of section 5(d) of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation Act, as amended, to 
purchase, warehouse, and distribute all crude 
rubber, guayule, cryptostegia, and balata im- 
ported into the United States, etc. (Manual, p. 
400.) 


Metals Reserve Company: Created by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, pursuant 
to authority of section 5(d) of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation Act, as amended, “to 
produce, acquire, carry, and sell, or otherwise 
deal in, strategic and critical materials (pri- 
marily metals and minerals) necessary in con- 
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nection with the War Program.” 
401.) 


JUNE 29 

Division of Commercial Treaties and Agree- 
ments: Established by departmental order, 
effective July 1, 1940, in the Department of 
State to have “general charge of the formula- 
tion, negotiation, and administration of all com- 
mercial treaties and agreements having to do 
with the international commercial relations of 
the United States” and to “cooperate in the 
formulation of international commercial 
policy.” (DSB, July 6, 1940, p. 16.) 


JuLy 2 

Office of the Administrator of Export Con- 
trol: Established by military order to admin- 
ister section 6 of the act of July 2,1940. (DSB, 
July 6, 1940, p. 12.) The responsibilities and 
duties of the office were transferred to the Eco- 
nomic Defense Board by an Executive order of 
September 15, 1941. (J/anual, p. 604.) 


(Manual, p. 


Avcust 16 

Office for Coordination of Commercial and 
Cultural Relations Between the American Re- 
publics: Created by the Council of National 
Defense, with the approval of the President to 
insure proper coordination of the activities of 
the Government with respect to hemisphere de- 
fense, with particular reference to the commer- 
cial and cultural aspects of the problem. 
(DSB, Aug. 24, 1940, p. 151.) Abolished by the 
Executive order of July 30, 1941 which created 
the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs. (DSB, Aug. 2, 1941, pp. 94-95.) 


Aveust 17 

Permanent Joint Board on Defense, United 
States and Canada: Established by President 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister King of Canada 
to make “studies relating to sea, land, and air 
problems including personnel and matériel” 
and to “consider in the broad sense the defense 
of the north half of the Western Hemisphere.” 
(DSB, Aug. 24, 1940, p. 154; Jan. 16, 1943, 
pp. 77-78.) 
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JANUARY 7 

Office of Production Management: Created 
by Executive order “to increase production for 
the national defense through mobilization of 
material resources and the industrial facilities 
of the nation”. Among the duties assigned to 
the Office were to survey, analyze, and sum- 
marize the requirements of foreign govern- 
ments for materials, articles, and equipment 
needed for defense; to take all lawful steps 
to obtain an adequate supply of essential raw 
materials; and to determine when, to what ex- 
tent, and in what manner priorities shall be 
accorded to deliveries of material. (FR, Jan. 9, 
1941, p. 191.) The Office was abolished by an 
Executive order of January 24, 1942, and its 
functions and powers were transferred to the 
War Production Board. (Afanual, p. 623.) 


FrEsruary 7 

Committee for Coordination of Inter-Amer- 
ican Shipping: Created, with approval of 
President, to coordinate the shipping require- 
ments of the Central and South American 
trades with the supply of vessel tonnage under 
the jurisdiction of the Maritime Commission 
and with the needs of the military branches 
of the Government. (DSB, Feb. 8, 1941, pp. 
163-164.) 


Marcu 11 

Lend-Lease Act: Provided that “defense ar- 
ticles” could be furnished to the government of 
any country whose defense the President deemed 
vital to the defense of the United States. (Pub- 
lic Law 11, 77th Cong.) On March 11, 1943 the 
life of the act was extended for one year. (Pub- 
lic Law 9, 78th Cong.) 


May 2 
Division of Defense Aid Reports: Estab- 
lished by Executive order in the Office for 
Emergency Management to provide a channel 
for clearance of transactions and reports and 
to coordinate the processing of requests for aid 
under the Lend-Lease Act. Abolished by the 
Executive order of October 28, 1941 which 
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created the Office of Lend-Lease Administration, 
(Manual, p. 613.) 


May 14 

Material Coordinating Committee, United 
States and Canada: Established (according to 
announcement of May 14, 1941 by the Office of 
Production Management) to make possible the 
free exchange of vital information between re- 
sponsible officials of the two Governments relat- 
ing to their supplies of strategic raw materials 
required for defense production. (DSB, Jan. 
16, 1943, p. 76.) 


JUNE 17 

Joint Economic Committees, United States 
and Canada: Established to explore “the pos- 
sibilities of (1) effecting a more economic, more 
efficient, and more coordinated utilization of the 
combined resources of the two countries in 
the production of defense requirements 
and (2) reducing the probable post-war eco- 
nomic dislocation consequent upon the changes 
which the economy in each country is presently 
undergoing.” (DSB, June 21, 1941, pp. 747- 
748; Jan. 16, 1943, pp. 74-75.) 


Jury 17 

Proclaimed List of Certain Blocked Na- 
tionals: Issuance of the first list of names of 
persons and firms denied the right to trade with 
residents of the United States because of pro- 
Axis ties, together with a presidential proclama- 
tion vesting in the Secretary of State the au- 
thority, in collaboration with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Attorney General, Secretary of 
Commerce, Administrator of Export Control, 
and Coordinator of Commercial and Cultural 
Relations Between the American Republics, to 
maintain the list. (DSB, July 19, 1941, pp. 
41-43.) 


JuLy 21 

Division of World Trade Intelligence: Es- 
tablished by departmental order in the Depart- 
ment of State “to handle the activities and prob- 
lems envisaged in the President’s Proclamation 
of July 17, 1941, relating to trade with aliens 
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whose interests are inimical to the United 
States.” (DSB, July 26, 1941, p. 78.) 


JuLy 30 

Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs: Established by Executive order in the 
Office for Emergency Management “to provide 
for the development of commercial and cultural 
relations between the American Republics”, and 
authorized “to take over any contracts 
heretofore entered into by the Office for Co- 
ordination of Commercial and Cultural Rela- 
tions Between the American Republics, estab- 
lished by order of the Council of National De- 
fense on August 16, 1940.” (DSB, Aug. 2, 1941, 
pp. 94-95.) 


Committee on Inter-American Affairs: Es- 
tablished by Executive order in the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs to “con- 
sider and correlate proposals with respect to the 
commercial, cultural, educational, and scien- 
tific aspects of Hemisphere defense relations.” 
(DSB, Aug. 2, 1941, pp. 94-95.) 


Economic Defense Board: Established by 
Executive order to coordinate and develop 
“policies, plans, and programs designed to pro- 
tect and strengthen the international economic 
relations of the United States in the interest of 
national defense.” (DSB, Aug. 2, 1941, pp. 97- 
98.) The name of the agency was changed to 
Board of Economic Warfare by an Executive 
order of December 17, 1941. (Manual, pp. 132- 
135.) The Board of Economic Warfare was 
abolished by an Executive order of July 15, 
1943, and its powers, functions, and duties were 
transferred to the Office of Economic Warfare. 
(DSB, July 17, 1948, p. 32.) The Office of 
Economic Warfare was transferred by Execu- 
tive order to the Foreign Economic Administra- 
tion on September 25, 1943. (DSB, Sept. 25, 
1943, pp. 205-206.) 


Aveust 28 

Supply Priorities and Allocations Board: 
Established by Executive order in the Office for 
Emergency Management to secure unity of pol- 
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icy and coordinated consideration of all relevant 
factors involved in the supply and allocation of 
materials and commodities among various 
phases of the defense program and competing 
civilian demands. Abolished by an Executive 
order of January 16, 1942, which transferred 
its powers and functions to the War Production 
Board. (Janual, p. 629.) 


Ocroser 7 

Board of Economic Operations: Established 
by departmental order, effective October 8, in 
the Department of State “to carry out the De- 
partment’s functions in connection with the 
economic defense of the United States ... to 
assist in formulating policies and to coordinate 
the activities of the various divisions of which 
the Board is composed.” (DSB, Oct. 11, 1941, 
pp. 278-279.) Abolished by departmental or- 
der on June 24, 1943. (DSB, June 26, 1948, 
p. 579.) 


Division of Commercial Policy and Agree- 
ments: Established by departmental order, 
effective October 8, in the Department of State 
“to have general charge of the formulation, ne- 
gotiation and administration of all commercial 
treaties and agreements having to do with the 
international commercial relations of the 
United States, as well as matters of tariff, gen- 
eral trade and other questions relating to the 
international commercial policy of the United 
States.” This division absorbed the Division 
of Commercial Treaties and Agreements, which 
was established on July 1, 1940. (DSB, Oct. 11, 
1941, p. 279.) 


Division of Exports and Defense Aid: Estab- 
lished by departmental order, effective October 
8, in the Department of State to “have responsi- 
bility for all matters of foreign policy involved 
in the administration of the Act of July 2, 1940, 
(the Export Control Act), the Act of March 11, 
1941, (the Lend-Lease Act), the Acts of June 28, 
1940 and May 31, 1941, (in so far as priorities or 
allocations for export are concerned), and for 
the administration of Sec. 12 of the Act of No- 
vember 4, 1939, (the Neutrality Act), the Act of 
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September 1, 1937, (the Helium Act), and the 
Act of February 15, 1936, (the Tin Plate Scrap 
Act).” (DSB, Oct. 11, 1941, pp. 279-280.) This 
division was abolished by departmental order 
on June 18, 1942, and its duties were trans- 
ferred to the Division of Commercial Affairs, 
Division of Defense Materials, and Division of 
Commercia! Policy and Agreements. (DSB, 
June 20, 1942, p. 556.) 


Division of Defense Materials ; Established by 
departmental order, effective October 8, in the 
Department of State to “have responsibility in 
the formulation and execution of policies in 
the field of defense materials”. (DSB, Oct. 11, 
1941, p. 280.) Abolished by departmental order 
on August 27, 1948. (DSB, Aug. 28, 1943, pp. 
142-143.) 


Division of Studies and Statistics: Estab- 
lished by departmental order, effective October 
8, in the Department of State to “have respon- 
sibility ... for the preparation of current 
studies, analyses and statistical data needed 
in connection with matters arising before the 
Board of Economic Operations or as may be 
required by any of the Divisions of which it is 
composed in connection with policy considera- 
tions and national defense activities.” (DSB, 
Oct. 11, 1941, p. 280.) This division was abol- 
ished by departmental order on June 18, 1942, 
and its duties were transferred to the Division 
of Commercial Policy and Agreements. (DSB, 
June 20, 1942, p. 556.) 


Foreign Funds and Financial Division: Es- 
tablished by departmental order, effective Octo- 
ber 8, in the Department of State to “have re- 
sponsibility in all matters of foreign policy in 
foreign funds control and other financial mat- 
ters”. (DSB, Oct. 11, 1941, pp. 280-281.) On 
November 24, 1941, the departmental order es- 
tablishing this division was revoked, and there 
were established the Financial Division and the 
Foreign Funds Control Division. The Finan- 
cial Division was given “responsibility in all 
matters of foreign policy in financial matters 
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other than foreign funds control”. The For- 


eign Funds Control Division was given “re- 
sponsibility in all matters of foreign policy in 
foreign funds control matters”. (DSB, Nov. 
29, 1941, p. 441.) The Foreign Funds Control 
Division was abolished by departmental order 
on August 27, 1943, and its functions were trans- 
ferred to the Division of World Trade Intelli- 
gence, Diviison of Blockade and Supply, Deputy 
Director of the Office of Foreign Economic Co- 
ordination, and Financial Division. (DSB, 
Aug. 28, 1943, pp. 143-144.) 


Ocroser 9 

Caribbean Office: Established by depart- 
mental order in the Department of State to en- 
courage and strengthen social and economic co- 
operation between the United States and its pos- 
sessions and bases in the Caribbean, and other 
countries, colonies, and possessions in the area. 


(DSB, Oct. 11, 1941, pp. 281-282.) 


OcroBer 28 

Office of Lend-Lease Administration: Estab- 
lished by Executive order in the Office for Emer- 
gency Management, “to exercise any power or 
authority conferred upon the President by the 
[Lend-Lease] act and by the Defense Aid Sup- 
plemental Appropriation Act, 1941, and any 
acts amendatory or supplemental thereto, with 
respect to any nation whose defense the Presi 
dent shall have found to be vital to the defense 
of the United States.” This order revoked the 
Executive order of May 2, 1941 establishing the 
Division of Defense Aid Reports; provided that 
master lend-lease agreements should be negoti- 
ated by the Department of State, with the advice 
of the Economic Defense Board and the Office 
of Lend-Lease Administration; and directed 
the Lend-Lease Administration to make “appro- 
priate arrangements with the Economic Defense 
Board for the review and clearance of lend-lease 
transactions”. (DSB, Nov. 1, 1941, p. 344.) 
The Office was transferred by Executive order 
to the Foreign Economic Administration on 
September 25, 1948. (DSB, Sept. 25, 1943, pp. 
205-206.) 
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NOVEMBER 5 

Joint War Production Committee, United 
States and Canada: The Committee was first 
set up as the “Joint Defense Production Com- 
mittee” by the President of the United States 
and the Prime Minister of Canada (announced 
Nov. 5, 1941) pursuant to a recommendation of 
the Joint Economic Committees, United States 
and Canada, of September 19, 1941. The Com- 
mittee was to coordinate the capacities of the 
two countries for the production of defense 
matériel, (DSB, Nov. 8, 1941, pp. 360-361 ; Jan. 
16, 1943, pp. 75-76.) 


NovEMBER 14 

Inter-American Maritime Technical Com- 
mission: Resolution of the Inter-American 
Financial and Economic Advisory Committee 
recommended the organization of this Commis- 
sion to formulate plans for the efficient use of 
all the merchant vessels of the American repub- 
lics available for service between the American 
republics and to recommend to the maritime 
authorities the allocation of such vessels to 
particular routes or to the carrying of articles 
of a specific nature. (DSB, Jan. 16, 1943, p. 
73.) 


NOVEMBER 24 

Financial Division and Foreign Funds Con- 
trol Division: Established in the Department 
of State. (See October 7, 1941, ante.) 


DECEMBER 17 

Board of Economie Warfare: An Executive 
order changed the name of the Economic De- 
fense Board to the Board of Economic Warfare. 
(See July 30, 1941, ante.) 


1942 
JaNuARY 16 

War Production Board: Established by Ex- 
ecutive order in the Office for Emergency_Man- 
agement to “Exercise general direction over the 
war procurement and production program”. 
The Board took over the functions and powers 
of the Supply Priorities and Allocations Board, 
which was abolished, and also took over the 
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supervision of the Office of Production Man- 
agement. On January 24 the Office of Produc- 
tion Management was abolished by Executive 
order, and its functions and powers were trans- 
ferred to the War Production Board. (Manual, 
pp. 112-125.) 


JANUARY 26 

Combined Raw Materials Board: Announce- 
ment of establishment by the President and 
Prime Minister Churchill to “plan the best and 
speediest development, expansion and use of 
the raw material resources, under the jurisdic- 
tion or control of the two Governments,” and, 
in collaboration with others of the United Na- 
tions, to “work toward the best utilization of 
their raw material resources”. (DSB, Jan. 31, 
1942, p. 87; Jan. 16, 1943, p. 68.) 


Munitions Assignments Board: Announce- 
ment of establishment by the President and 
Prime Minister Churchill stating: “Commit- 
tees will be formed in Washington and London 
under the Combined Chiefs of Staff” to “ad- 
vise on all [munitions] assignments both in 
quantity and priority, whether to Great Britain 
and the United States or other of the United 
Nations, in accordance with strategic needs.” 
(DSB, Jan. 31, 1942, pp. 87-88; Jan. 16, 1943, 
p. 77.) 


Combined Shipping Adjustment Board: An- 
nouncement of establishment by the President 
and Prime Minister Churchill “to adjust and 
concert in one harmonious policy the work of 
the British Ministry of War Transport and 
the shipping authorities of the United States 
Government”. An Executive order of February 
7, 1942 established a War Shipping Administra- 
tion in the Office for Emergency Management, 
which comprises the American section of the 
Combined Shipping Adjustment Board. (DSB, 
Jan. 31, 1942, p. 88; Jan. 16, 1943, p. 69.) 


Fesrvary 20 

American Hemisphere Exports Office: Es- 
tablished by departmental order to have author- 
ity over “all matters of foreign policy involving 
the administration of the Export. Control Act 
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relating to countries of the American hemi- 
sphere”. The office was abolished by depart- 
mental order on February 1, 1943. (DSB, Feb. 
6, 1943, p. 138.) 


Fepruary 23 

Mutual-Aid Agreement With Great Britain: 
This was the first “master” agreement to be con- 
cluded under the provisions of the Lend-Lease 
Act of March 11, 1941. (DSB, Feb. 28, 1942, 
pp. 190-192.) 


Marcu 9 
Anglo-American Caribbean Commission: A 
joint communiqué released simultaneously in 
Washington and London announced the crea- 
tion of the commission “for the purpose of en- 
couraging and strengthening social and eco- 
nomic cooperation between the United States of 
America and its possessions and bases in the 
Caribbean, and the United Kingdom and 
British colonies in the same area”. (DSB, Mar. 
14, 1942, pp. 229-230; Jan. 16, 1943, p. 66.) 


JUNE 9 

Combined Food Board: Creation was an- 
nounced by the President on June 9, 1942 and 
was established by the President and Prime 
Minister Churchill to obtain “a planned and ex- 
peditious utilization of the food resources of the 
United Nations”. (DSB, June 13, 1942, pp. 
535-536; Jan. 16, 1943, p. 67.) 


Combined Production and Resources Board: 
Announcement of establishment by the Presi- 
dent and Prime Minister Churchill “in order 
to complete the organization needed for the 
most effective use of the combined resources 
of the United States and the United Kingdom 
for the prosecution of the war”. On November 
10, 1942 Canada became a full member of the 
board. (DSB, June 13, 1942, pp. 535-536; Jan. 
16, 1943, pp. 67-68.) 


June 18 

Divisions of Exports and Defense Aid and 
of Studies and Statistics of the Department of 
State abolished by departmental order. (See 
October 7, 1941, ante.) 
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JULY 24 

War Relief Control Board: The President’s 
Committee on War Relief Agencies, appointed 
on March 18, 1941, was continued and estab- 
lished by Executive order as the President’s 
War Relief Control Board. It was authorized 
and empowered to control charities for (1) for- 
eign and domestic relief arising from war-cre- 
ated needs, (2) refugee relief, (3) the relief of 
the civilian population of the United States 
affected by enemy action, and (4) the relief 
and welfare of the armed forces of the United 
States and their dependents. (DSB, Aug. 1, 
1942, pp. 658-659.) 


NoveMBeER 21 

Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation 
Operations: Governor Lehman was appointed 
director by the Secretary of State on December 
4, 1942. (See publication entitled The Office 
of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation Opera- 
tions, Department of State, p. 3.) 


NovEMBER 25 

Office of Foreign Territories: Established by 
departmental order in the Department of State 
to have “responsibility for dealing with all non- 
military matters arising as a result of the mili- 
tary occupation of territories in Europe and 
North Africa by the armed forces of the United 
Nations and affecting the interests of the United 
States”. (DSB, Nov. 28, 1942, p. 971.) Abol- 
ished by departmental order on June 24, 1948. 
(DSB, June 26, 1943, p. 579.) 


1943 
January 14 

Division of Economic Studies: Established 
by departmental order, effective January 1, 1943, 
in the Department of State to “have responsi- 
bility for the conduct of continuing and special 
research and for the preparation of studies re- 
quired in the formulation of policies and the 
planning of integrated programs as a basis for 
action in the field of foreign economic relations 
affecting the interests of the United States”. 
(DSB, Jan. 16, 1948, pp. 68-64.) 
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Fepruary 1 

Division of Exports and Requirements: Es- 
tablished by departmental order in the Depart- 
ment of State to “have responsibility for all mat- 
ters of foreign policy involved in the adminis- 
tration of the Act of July 2, 1940, as amended 
(the Export Control Act), the Act of March 11, 
1941 (the Lend-Lease Act), except the negotia- 
tion of master lend-lease agreements and the ap- 
plication of Article VII thereof under said Act, 
the Acts of June 28, 1940, and May 31, 1941 (in 
so far as priorities and/or allocations for export 
are concerned ) » (DSB, Feb. 6, 1948, p. 
138.) 


Frpruary 1 

American Hemisphere Exports Office of De- 
partment of State abolished by departmental 
order. (See February 20, 1942, ante.) 


APRIL 6 

Post-War International Monetary Stabiliza- 
tion Plan: Treasury Department made public 
a provisional outline of a plan (the White plan) 
for post-war international monetary stabiliza- 
tion. (Federal Reserve Bulletin, June, pp. 
501-521.) 


May 18-—June 3 

United Nations Conference on Food and Agri- 
culture: Met in Hot Springs, Virginia, to pro- 
vide an opportunity for an exchange of views 
and information concerning post-war produc- 
tion of food and food requirements of the vari- 
ous United Nations with a view toward coordi- 
nating and stimulating by international action 
national policies for the economical and coordi- 
nated provision of adequate nutrition for the 
people of each country. A detailed Final Act 
was published containing recommendations and 
resolutions. (DSB, June 12, 1943, pp. 518-520; 
June 19, pp. 546-572.) 


May 25 

Mexican-United States Commission of Ex- 
perts To Formulate a Program for Economic 
Cooperation Between the Two Governments: 
Held first meeting on May 25 in Washington. 
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The Commission was established in accordance 
with the announcement of April 29 of the agree- 
ment reached by President. Roosevelt and Pres- 
ident Avila Camacho to have expert economists 
study the disturbances in the balance of inter- 
national payments and the related economic sit- 
uation of the Republic of Mexico under the war 
economy. (DSB, May 1, 1943, p. 376; May 22, 
1943, p. 457; May 29, 1943, p. 473.) 


May 27 

Office of War Mobilization: Created by Ex- 
ecutive order in order, with advice of a War 
Mobilization Committee and subject to direction 
and control of the President, to (1) develop uni- 
fied programs and establish policies for the max- 
imum use of the Nation’s resources and man- 
power, and (2) unify and harmonize Govern- 
ment activities concerned with the production 
and distribution of military or civilian goods. 
(FR, June 1, 1943, p. 7207.) On July 15, 1943 
the agency was given the authority to arrange 
for the unification of the activities of the Gov- 
ernment relating to foreign economic matters. 
(FR, July 17, 1943, pp. 9861-9862. ) 


JUNE 3 

Plan for Coordinating the Economic Activi- 
ties of United States Civilian Agencies in Lib- 
erated Areas: The plan was sent by the Presi- 
dent to the Secretary of State who was re- 
quested to “unify our foreign economic activities 
to the end that coherent and consistent policies 
and programs result” and who was informed 
that “the Department of State should provide 
the necessary coordination, here and in the field, 
of our economic operations with respect to lib- 
erated areas.” On June 24, 1943 there was 
established by departmental order in the De- 
partment of State an Office of Foreign Economic 
Coordination to “have responsibility, so far as 
the Department is concerned, for the coordina- 
tion of (1) activities related to economic af- 
fairs in liberated areas and the facilitation of 
military-civilian cooperation in regard thereto; 
and of (2) the foreign policy aspects of war- 
time economic controls and operations.” (DSB, 
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June 26, 1943, pp. 575-579.) The office was 
abolished by departmental order on November 
6, 1943. (DSB, Nov. 18, 1943, pp. 338-334.) 


June 10 

Draft Agreement for United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration; The De- 
partment of State (according to an announce- 
ment of June 11, 1943) submitted the draft 
agreement to the governments of all the United 
Nations and the other nations associated with 
them inthe war. (DSB, June 12, 1943, pp. 523- 
527.) On September 24, 1943, it was announced 
that a revised text of the agreement, as of 
September 20, 1943, had been placed before all 
the governments concerned. (DSB, Sept. 25, 
1943, pp. 211-216.) 


JUNE 24 

Office of Foreign Economic Coordination: 
Established by departmental order in the De- 
partment of State. (See June 3, 1943, ante.) 


Office of Foreign Territories of Department 
of State abolished by departmental order. (See 
November 25, 1942, ante.) 


Board of Economic Operations of the De- 
partment of State abolished by departmental 
order. (See October 7, 1941, ante.) 


Juty 15 

Office of Economic Warfare: Established by 
Executive order and given all the powers, func- 
tions, and duties of the Board of Economic War- 
fare, which was abolished (see July 30 and De- 
cember 17, 1941, ante). All subsidiaries of the 
Reconstruction: Finance Corporation which 
were engaged in financing foreign purchases 
and imports were transferred to the new Office 
of Economic Warfare. (DSB, July 17, 1943, 
p. 82.) The Office was transferred to the For- 
eign Economic Administration by Executive or- 
der on September 25, 1943. (DSB, Sept. 25, 
1943, pp. 205-206. ) 
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' Avcust 27 


War Commodities Division: Established by 
departmental order in the Office of Foreign Eco- 
nomic Coordination of the Department of State 
to be responsible for “all matters of foreign pol- 
icy involved in the procurement abroad of mate- 
rials and products needed in the prosecution of 
the war or for purposes of relief and rehabilita- 
tion”. (DSB, Aug. 28, 1943, pp. 142-143.) 


Blockade and Supply Division: Established 
by departmental order in the Office of Foreign 
Economic Coordination of the Department of 
State to be responsible for (1) the formulation 
and execution of programs relating to the eco- 
nomic blockade of enemy and enemy-occupied 
territories, programs for import requirements of 
all areas within the Eastern Hemisphere, and 
procurement programs for all areas within the 
Eastern Hemisphere, and (2) the conduct of 
preclusive purchasing operations in all areas 
throughout the world. (DSB, Aug. 28, 1943, pp. 
142-143.) 


Foreign Funds Control Division of the De- 
partment of State abolished by departmental 
order. (See October 7, 1941, ante.) 


Division of Defense Materials of the Depart- 
ment of State abolished by departmental order. 
(See October 7, 1941, ante.) 


SEPTEMBER 25 

Foreign Economic Administration: Estab- 
lished by Executive order in the Office for 
Emergency Management to centralize the ac- 
tivities formerly carried on by the Offices of 
Lend-Lease Administration, Foreign Relief and 
Rehabilitation Operations, Economic Warfare, 
and Foreign Economic Coordination (“except 
functions and personnel thereof as the Director 
of the Budget shall determine are not concerned 
with foreign economic operations”). (DSB, 
Sept. 25, 1943, pp. 205-206.) 


NovEMBER 6 
Office of Foreign Economic Coordination of 
Department of State abolished by departmental 
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order; appointment of four groups of advisers 
to be “concerned, respectively, with the foreign 
policy aspects of matters relating to the alloca- 
tion of supplies, of wartime economic activities 
in liberated areas, of wartime economic activ- 
ities in eastern hemisphere countries other than 
liberated areas, and of wartime economic activ- 
ities in the other American republics.” (DSB, 
Nov. 18, 1943, pp. 333-334. ) 


NOVEMBER 9 : 

Signature of Agreement for United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. 
(DSB, Nov. 13, 1943, pp. 317-319, 335-336. ) 
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WATER UTILIZATION 


Treaty With Mexico Relating to the Utilization 
of Waters of the Colorado and Tijuana 
Rivers and of the Rio Grande 


[Released to the press February 4] 


Following negotiations lasting several months 
a treaty between the United States and Mexico 
relating to the conservation, distribution, and 
use of the available water supply of the Rio 
Grande below Fort Quitman, Texas, and of the 
Colorado and Tijuana Rivers was signed in 
Washington on Thursday, February 3, 1944. 
The treaty was signed for the United States by 
the Hon. Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, the 
Hon. George S. Messersmith, American Ambas- 
sador to Mexico, and the Hon, Lawrence M. 
Lawson, United States Commissioner on the 
International Boundary Commission, United 
States and Mexico; and for Mexico by His Ex- 
cellency Sefor Dr. Don Francisco Castillo Na- 
jera, Mexican Ambassador in Washington, and 
the Hon. Seftor Rafael Fernandez MacGregor, 
Mexican Commissioner on the International 
Boundary Commission, United States and Mex- 
ico. 

The signature of this treaty marks a step of 
epic importance in the practical application of 


161 


the policy of the good neighbor. The adjust- 
ment of their international water problems had 
defied settlement for many years. Recently, 
having agreed that a solution of this long- 
standing problem would be to their mutual ad- 
vantage, the two Governments renewed negoti- 
ations in the spirit of arriving at an equitable 
and fair settlement in the national interest of 
both countries. These discussions, which were 
carried on in the most friendly spirit, reached 
their culmination in the treaty signed February 
3—an outstanding example of what can be at- 
tained when two countries decide to resolve their 
differences, however difficult, on the basis of what 
is to the best advantage of all concerned. 

It is provided in the treaty that it shall enter 
into force on the day of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions. From such time as the treaty may enter 
into force, the International Boundary Com- 
mission shall be known as the “International 
Boundary and Water Commission, United 
States and Mexico”. 

The question of the conservation and equita- 
ble distribution of the waters of the Colorado 
River and the Rio Grande has been one of long 
standing between the United States and Mexico. 
In both countries the development of towns, 
cities, and agricultural areas along their com- 
mon boundary has been possible only because of 
the availability of water from these streams. 
On the other hand, this rapid expansion of com- 
munities, as well as of irrigated crop-producing 
areas, has resulted in greatly increased demands 
upon the water supply and has thus emphasized 
during recent years the necessity for an inter- 
national agreement covering these rivers. 

The metropolitan districts of southern Cali- 
fornia, with their greatly increased population 
and attendant industrial growth as well as the 
large, developed agricultural area in the north- 
ern part of Baja California, Mexico, are all 
dependent upon the availability and control of 
the waters of the Colorado River. 

On this river large storage dams and other 
facilities, including flood-protection works, al- 
ready provide for the conservation for bene- 
ficial use of, and protection against, flood waters 
which formerly caused extensive damage. By 
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the terms of the treaty signed February 3 the 
two Governments will undertake the construc- 
tion of additional facilities and works in order 
to bring the Colorado River under still better 
control for the benefit of agricultural, munici- 
pal, and industrial uses. 

The Rio Grande Valley below El Paso, Texas, 
with over one-half million acres of intensively 
developed lands in cultivation and a rapidly 
increasing agricultural area in Mexico, together 
with a number of important towns and cities 
in both countries, primarily depend upon the 
limitrophe reach of the Rio Grande for their 
water supply. Precipitation alone in these areas 
is insufficient to sustain either inhabitants or 
crop production, and the demands for water 
in both countries have now become so great 
as to make inadequate the natural flow of the 
river. 

In view of the present and probable future 
water requirements along the limitrophe reach 
of the Rio Grande, the two Governments, under 
the terms of the present treaty, will construct 
and operate large conservation, storage, and 
flood-protection works on this river between 
Fort Quitman, Texas, and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Furthermore, they will explore the possibilities 
of power generation at international hydro- 
electric plants. 

This treaty provides for urgently needed 
works and facilities and for improvements to 
those now existing; for the conservation, con- 
trol, and use of the available water supply of 
the Colorado and Tijuana Rivers, and of the 
Rio Grande below Fort Quitman, Texas; and 
for the equitable apportionment of such water 
supply, thereby not only confirming present 
beneficial water uses but also assuring addi- 
tional developments in both countries. 


AGRICULTURE 


Convention on the Inter-American Institute 
of Agricultural Sciences 


Cuba; Ecuador 


With a letter dated January 27, 1944 the Di- 
rector General of the Pan American Union 
transmitted to the Secretary of State certified 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 


copies of the Convention on the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, which was 
opened for signature at the Pan American 
Union on January 15, 1944, with the signatures 
affixed thereto up to the date of that: communi- 
cation. According to the certified copies, the 
convention was signed on January 20, 1944 for 
Cuba and Ecuador. 

The convention was signed for the United 
States of America, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Panama on January 15, 1944, the date on which 
it was opened for signature. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Convention on the Regulation of Inter- 
American Automotive Traffic 


Costa Rica 


By a letter dated January 25, 1944 the Di- 
rector General of the Pan American Union in- 
formed the Secretary of State that on January 
20, 1944 His Excellency the Ambassador of 
Costa Rica in the United States, Sefior Don 
Carlos Manuel Escalante, signed in the name 
of his Government, the Convention on the Reg- 
ulation of Inter-American Automotive Traffic, 
which was deposited with the Pan American 
Union and opened for signature by the govern- 
ments members of the Union, on December 15, 
1943. 

The convention was signed on December 15, 
1943 for Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, 
and Peru, and on December 31, 1943 for the 
United States, subject to a reservation with re- 
spect to article XV. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Inter-American Radiocommunications Con- 
vention and North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement * 


Bahamas 

By a communication dated January 18, 1944 
the Director of the Inter-American Radio Office, 
Sefior Pérez Gofii y Valles, informed the Sec- 
retary of State that the British Minister at 





*See BULLETIN of June 5, 1943, p. 503, 
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Habana by note of December 24, 1943 notified 
the Government of Cuba of the adherence by 
the Bahamas to the Inter-American Radiocom- 
munications Convention and to the North Amer- 
ican Regional Broadcasting Agreement, both of 
which were signed at Habana on December 13, 
1937. The notification was received by the 
Cuban Ministry of State on December 30, 1943, 
and the Department of State has, therefore, 
noted this date as the date of the Bahamian 
adherence to the convention and agreement. 

The countries in respect of which the Inter- 
American Radiocommunications Convention is 
now in force as the result of the deposit of their 
respective ratifications or notifications of adher- 
ence are the United States of America, Bahamas, 
Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay (provision- 
ally), and Peru. 

The countries in respect of which the North 
American Regional Broadcasting Agreement is 
now in force as the result of the deposit of their 
respective ratifications or notifications of adher- 
ence are the United States of America, Ba- 
hamas, Canada, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Mexico, and Newfoundland. 








Publications 




















DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Health and Sanitation Program: Agreement Between 
the United States of America and Venezuela—Effected 
by exchange of notes signed at Caracas February 18, 
1943. Executive Agreement Series 348. Publication 


2048. Spp. 5¢. 


OvrHER AGENCIES 


Important Economic and Military Events, With Index 
{2d quarter of 1943, arranged in chronological 
order]. Nov. 1943. (Department of Labor, Bu- 
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reau of Labor Statistics.) ii, 21 pp., processed. 
Available from Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Wartime Labor Conditions in India, by Rajani Kanta 
Das. 1943. (Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.) ii, 28 pp. 10¢ (available from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office). 

Labor Conditions in Fascist Italy. 1943. (Depart- 
ment of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.) i, 21 
pp. Available from Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Labor Conditions in Latin America. 1943. (Depart- 
ment of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.) ii, 
21 pp. (Latin American Series 15.) Available 
from Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Selected List of References [bibliographies on various 
countries issued by the Library of Congress in 
1943 and available from that organization, free 
to institutions only]: 

Albania. iii, 24 pp., processed. 

The Balkans. vi, 73 pp., processed. 
Bulgaria. iii, 34 pp., processed. 
Rumania. iv, 70 pp., processed. 
Yugoslavia. v, 63 pp., processed. 











Legislation 

















Independent Offices Appropriation Bill for 1945: Hear- 
ings Before the Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Appropriations, House of Representatives, 78th Cong., 
2d sess. [Statements of Assistant Secretary Shaw 
and Monnett B. Davis, of the Department of State, 
regarding Foreign Service pay adjustment, pp. 13-19; 
statement of Thomas H. MacDonald, of the Public 
Roads Administration, regarding the Inter-American 
Highway, pp. 905-908.] ii, 1299 pp. 

Amending the Organic Act of Puerto Rico. S. Rept. 659, 
78th Cong., on S. 1407 [favorable report]. 12 pp. 
Japanese Atrocities to Prisoners of War: Joint press re- 
lease of the War and Navy Departments containing 
stories of Japanese atrocities and brutalities to the 
American and Philippine armed forces who were pris- 
oners of war in the Philippine Islands. H. Doe. 393, 

78th Cong. ii, 8 pp. 

Providing for Loss of United States Nationality Under 
Certain Circumstances. H. Rept. 1075, 78th Cong., on 
H. R. 4103 [favorable report]. 4 pp. 
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